
 

MEDIA RELEASE 

West End Neighbours calls on Vancouver Mayor Robertson, Councillors to delay 
the demolition of St. John’s Church at 1401 Comox, seek alternatives with 
Westbank/Peterson 
 
(Vancouver, 27 January 2011) West End Neighbours today issued a letter (attached) to Vancouver Mayor Gregor 

Robertson and City Council requesting that they find ways to delay the demolition of St. John ’s Church, which 

is at the centre of controversy about rezonings in the West End. They also ask the City to explore ways to find 

alternative uses for the property that have greater benefits for the community.  

 

In today’s letter to Mayor and Council, Randy Helten, President of West End Neighbours, wrote, “This 

demolition permit request is another step undermining trust between the developer and the community... WEN 

calls on the Mayor and Council to use the community planning process to explore opportunities for the use of 

this building as a true community resource.” 

 

FAST FACTS 

 Westbank and Peterson applied in October 2009 for rezoning this church site from the current use to build 

a 22-storey residential tower under the controversial Short Term Incentives for Rental Housing (STIR) 

program, which gives large incentives to developers to build market-price rental accommodation.  

 Soon after the rezoning application was made in the fall of 2009, the City informed the community that 

Westbank and Peterson did not intend to demolish the church “prior to council consideration of the 

rezoning application.”  

 The rezoning application is now on hold awaiting the outcomes of a community consultation process.  

 The WestEnder reported on January 26 that Westbank has applied for a demolition permit for St John’s 

Church, at 1401 Comox in the West End. 

(http://www.westender.com/articles/entry/west-end-church-slated-for-demolition/news-and-views/)  

  

WEN INFORMATION 

 “Can Westbank and Stratcom be trusted?” (YouTube video): Today WEN released a YouTube video featuring 

the voices of two interviewers in a telephone survey commissioned by Westbank and implemented by 

Strategic Communications in October 2010 about this rezoning application. WEN has slammed the survey 

for conveying false and misleading information to the community. (Video and text of the survey is posted on 

the WEN website.) 

 WEN Neighbourhood Walk: WEN will hold its weekly walk this Saturday (Jan 29) to celebrate the West 

End, starting 2 pm (Bidwell & Davie) and gathering at 1401 Comox for a public information session at 2:30.  

 Chronology of failure to secure the church: Our site lists Westbank/Peterson’s consistent oversights and 

failure to protect the church site, leading up to the recent claim that it has to be demolished.  

 

West End Neighbours (WEN) is a network of West End residents calling for a comprehensive plan to guide 
development in our community. Over 11,000 people have signed our petition calling for “No Rezoning without a 
Comprehensive Plan.”  
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27 January 2011 

 
Subject: Please delay demolition, seek other options for St. John’s Church at 1401 Comox 
 

Dear Mayor Robertson and Vancouver City Councillors, 
 
West End Neighbours (WEN) is alarmed about a sudden and precipitous announcement that threatens the very core 
of our community. Citing fire concerns, Westbank/Peterson, the owners of St. John's Church at 1401 Comox Street, 
have applied for a permit to demolish this valued landmark of the West End. This church has special significance for 
our community, with its 100 year history of progressive social attitudes and activities, including engagement in the 
struggle for the rights of the LGBT community and minority groups. 
 
This demolition permit application contradicts the developer’s promise not to demolish the Church “prior to Council 
consideration of the rezoning application,” as conveyed to us by Vancouver City Director of Planning, Brent Toderian 
in a November 2009 e-mail message. 
 
WEN finds the stated reasons for demolition unconvincing. Developers able to build a twenty-two storey building 
should also be able to operate a fire alarm and sprinklers in a two storey structure. We question why the developers 
have not used the existing alarm and sprinklers in the church over these many months. Instead neighbours were 
forced to monitor the safety of the building and report unusual activity. If there was a building safety concern, why did 
these multi-million dollar corporations not demonstrate their interest previously? And why is demolition now so 
urgent? A hundred years of neighbourliness can surely continue until the future of the property is determined. The 
owners should turn the fire alarm and sprinklers back on, secure the site, and abide by the usual and accepted 
practices of the city.  
 
This demolition permit request is another step undermining trust between the developer and the community, 

following a woefully inadequate consultation process and a flawed telephone survey described in text and in video on 
our website.  
 
While we understand that the City has limited legal means to prevent this demolition, we invite the Director of 
Planning, the Mayor and Councillors to seek a delay in the demolition, and for all to show that they respect the 
concerns of the community. Over 11,000 people have signed our petition against rezoning and calling for a 
comprehensive plan for the West End. A comprehensive plan is the best vehicle to determine public priorities for this 
site.  
 
WEN calls on the Mayor and Council to use the community planning process to explore opportunities for the use of 
this building as a true community resource. Options might include buying or somehow obtaining this property from the 
developers so it can be restored to its original purpose of serving all the residents of the West End.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Randy Helten  
President, West End Neighbours 
www.WestEndNeighbours.ca 

 

 

West End Neighbours aims to preserve the quality of life, 
the distinct and diverse character, and the heritage of the West End. 

www.WestEndNeighbours.ca 
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